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Dear Ms. Steffanic:

I am a nurse | r^ | | ^ | | | | | | r i va te practice in Phillipsburg, NJ. I l ive| | | | | | |^ lvania and commute

BUnomous r # # # i e y
ias|tioners w i l # # C l

are for the # # # s that

I would Ike to see the nurse practitibhirs in Pennsylvania movej|j§fmore
are in rriany of the states on the west gf|st. I dream of a day t | | | p r se
recognized for our value and reimbu|i|§3equally as our physiqj§|ibllea'

" ^ # ' _ #
I practice in New Jersey because of | |§ | | |1 reasons. First of§§||)ok||pr the practice # #
physician who died, so it gave me a i | j | | | | a r t on an existingi#g§dgBase. I also praef e | in New
Jersey because the regulations makeit^#ewhat easier forj§||§j| |pnt practice particul|rjy as it
relates to the issuing of controlled sut|| |r ip| prescriptions arf§§|||pell known in the loc|l |fea to
the local vendors, hospital, area physifa|tpnd other busin||§I|||f>ciates. | ;

My recommendation for the recent propbsfd changes regardi||J||§NP regulations is to m#e
towards more autonomous practice for nurse practitioners. I § | f | |§ that nurse practitioiif r$ provide
competent and cost efficient care. I alsi believe that by giv i r | | | | i | | | practitioners more autonomy we
will be able to provide more accessible health care to the cip§§H|§. I realize that the medical
society and many physicians are opposed to nurse practitiperl | | f | n g more independence and
autonomy*however, there are many nursie practitioners | p myj|i§tf|ho have diagnosed and treated
many patierjts in which the area physician providers c o l i not. | | | 1 | | s

I have a very satisfied patient database and most w^uld not go b l | i | | seeing a physician as their
primary care provider again if given the choice. ^MSk

It is time for nurse practitioners to be recognized for our value. | | j

If you have any questions and/or concerns; please contact me at 9^§|##gg#& I will be glad to do
what I can to help Pennsylvania Nurse Practitioners. We need to p | j ^ | U i f ecessary changes in
regards to improving the regulations and removing barriers to help^Hj | imoother and autonomous
care for our patients. . \%' . .., . JIISIP*

Louise Diehl-Oplinger, RN, MSN, APRN, BC, NP-C
Nurse Practitioner and Owner
Lehigh Valley Wellness Center


